ELY

In 673 the East Anglian Princess Etheldreda, who had been
the friend and patroness of St. Wilfred at Hexham, decided
to leave her husband, the King of Northumbria, in order to
become a nun. She came to her own principality of the Isle
of Ely and there founded a religious house of which she became
Abbess. St. Etheldreda became the patron saint of Fenland ;
the Cathedral which arose on the site of her foundation bears
her name, while in the Middle Ages its corruption of St. Audrey
was given to the great Pilgrims' Fair at Ely. Her actual monas-
tery was destroyed by the Danes and when in 970 it was re-
stored, it was for Benedictine monks. The Saxon kings de-
lighted to honour Ely; Brithnoth, the hero of the Battle of
Maldon, gave the Abbey nine manors and after his death in
battle with the Danes, his headless body was brought for
burial to Ely ; Edward the Confessor, who had been placed as
a baby upon the High Altar in Ely, grew up in its choir school.
Meantime the semi-independent character of the Isle of Ely,
due to its foundation by a Royal Abbess, survived and after
the Conquest it became a County Palatine, ruled by Prince
Bishops, who held, alternately with the Bishops of Glaston-
bury and Canterbury, the office of Chancellor. Until 1836, it
was * the Bishop's Peace ' not' the King's peace J in Ely, while
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